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My soul would always be here haunting, 

Over your apathy, my hands would be mourning 
sans chanting, 

I would peep into every house daily 

When for prayers you would rally, 

And i would stand before you, 

When you would invoke God in a state of 
remorseful rue 

With your prayers my complaint would fly, 

towards the seventh sky. 

When you would talk of human rights, 

I would laugh at you at all sites, 

when you would raise empty slogans for man's 
equality anywhere, 

At your duplicity, I would draw your caricatures 

there, 

When you would speak of human dignity with fervor, 

I would be present there to show you a mirror, 

When you would cover vested interests in religious 

dresses, 

It would prompt me to expose your real faces. 
My restless soul would be crucified every day, 
For, the crucifixion of bodies or souls, I say, 

Is the tradition, we ought to carry 
n the lines of the Messiah, son of Mary! 
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Oh, Suzerains of city! 

Oh, followers of Apostle of the blessings for both 

worlds, 

Attired in tunics and turbans with curls! 

Oh followers of Jesus, the Divine spirit 

Clad in canonicals becoming and fit! 

Oh sovereigns of city! 

How much composure of heart did you feel 

To banish my bier from homeland in a fanatical 

zeal? 

But this incident of queer sort 
Rent robes on your faces apart! 

Alas! This city was not like Kofa 
To mourn over my helplessness, 

Nor the Nelum was like Euphrates, 

To offer a few draughts of water, 

To quench thirst of its daughter. 

This city was not even Karbla to tend 
To provide me two yards of land 
To be buried in its bosom! 

Would that this city were karbala! 


(Continue...) 



It is a word of the compassionate Creator, 

"All children by birth follow the faith of nature" 

I was then of three years old child, 

Who had not yet gone for dolls wild, 

I had not yet opted for a baptism, 

Nor I had wished to be a muslim 

The society had not yet walls built, 

Between me and God, upto the hilt, 

I was then counted as honorable and innocent 

ward, 

Of the family of the most merciful God, 

I was a scion of the very same Adam, 

Who was progenitor of your creation, if you 

fathom, 

But I was startled at this ignoble thought, 
That my birth in a hovel such hatred wrought. 
Oh insolent aristocrats of the city! 

Upon a poor daughter did not take pity 
Rather, I inhuman treatment met 
Perhaps the people of my motherland 
Are at an evolutionary stage as yet! 


(Continue...) 



Alack! My silent eyes had knocked at every door, 
But my entreaties died in the deafening roar, 
Even my dead hands became begging bowls, 
That were spurned by men with howls, 

And to this inhuman act they deemed a victory, 

It was indeed a sad chapter of history, 

I had not begged for staying alive, 

For honorable death I had to strive, 

For two yards of land and its clay, I had besought, 
To get mixed with the dust of my ancestral sort, 
As the most kind of all mothers is native earth, 

I had wished to sleep in its lap near my hearth. 

When my soul was to depart 

Then I had not felt so distraught 

When for burial a piece of land was denied by thee 

This state of my powerlessness, I dared not see 

My angelic hands returned empty from every door 

And my open quizzical eyes received reply no more 

When my bier was bidding city's surroundings bye 

Over my helplessness even angels mourned with a 

sigh 

Ah! Your heart did not turn soft to grace 
For a stranded and innocent coffin to be buried. 

Perhaps, your land lacked such a space! 


(Continue....) 



(IV) 


WOULD THAT THIS CITY WERE KARBALA! 

(This poem was written on an incident where a 3 
years old female child was not allowed to be buried in 
any grave-yard at Muzaffarabad city because of her 
parents were not Muslims. This poem was written 
two months before the earthquake hit Muzaffarabad 
in 2005.) 

Lo! I was an innocent daughter, but, 

My corpse was lying in a dark hut, 

Without funeral ceremonies in my clime, 

It kept on wailing over helplessness for long time. 
Since I was a daughter of this dust, 

Who had breathed three years in its free environs just, 
Your society could not endow me with honor and life, 
Instead it was with aeons old parochial prejudices rife, 
social stratification, 

Horrific hatred in the name of religion, 

And formidable factions in faith, 

Were produced by bigot monopolists, 

Of religion and nation my soul sayth. 

The idols hidden in hearts of these folks 
Could not be broken even with strokes, 

of -iIuiihXiu 

There is no god, save God, 

The situation was sorrowfully odd. 


(Continue....) 



(Ill) 


I AM A PEASANT OF OKARA! 

I am a peasant of Okara, 
Carrying an onerous weight of worries 
Caused by serfdom of centuries, 

I was born on the earth so, 

As if a mendicant and low 
With blood I irrigate fields 
And with sweat produce yields 
Yet for me its fruit is forbidden 
Such maltreatment to me is not hidden, 
My flowers like charming children 
Why they may naked remain? 

Why they may endure starvation? 
Why they may be deprived of education? 

Do their eyes carry no dream? 

Why for it to me no answer does seem? 
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(II) 


OH, CITY'S WRITERS! 

Oh, city's writers! 

You are the custodians of words 
When the Creator of the world 
Had bestowed you with the strength of expression, 
And endowed your pen with the tongue, 

He had taken from you a vow, 

You ought it to know, 

To maintain the sanctity of a reed pen 
To weigh words and imprint in mind then, 
Words are indeed a trust, 

Words are quite courts and the just 
For the sake of preserving pen's sacredness 
Many a man gone to the gallows with grace 
They did not forget the vow, their souls made 
"Am I not your Lord?", When God has said. 
Oh, city's writers 
You are the custodians of words 
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On this country, if ever 
Here do not doomsday set 
Nor award heaven or hell 
To decide our fate, 

Nor so bloodshed on this land make 
Nor in a race for attaining paradise 
establish here hellish horror for its sake! 
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(I) 


AN ENTREATY ! 

Oh expounders of Islamic Laws! 

Oh Islamic jurisprudents! 

Oh pious people! 

Oh custodians of religion! 

Oh virtuous ones! 

Houris are yours, 

Cherubs are yours, 

Paradise's every brand of wine, 

Its gardens and streams are thine, 

And everything be yours what ever there does lie 

Even whole heaven you may well occupy 

We confess it candidly sans a disdain 

We are quite sinful bondsmen 

Of the most Merciful Master 

In whose infinite Mercy we do hope foster 

His attributes of forgiveness and compassion 
beggar mention 

He would decide our deeds and our intention. 
You only do this favour 


(Continue...) 
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